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Heritage and Stewardship

First Garden City Ltd began construction in 1903. The 

company appointed architects Barry Parker and Raymond 

Unwin to design the masterplan for the new community. 

Central to the Company’s ethos was a commitment to 

repatriate all profits back into the Estate.
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Heritage and Stewardship– Leasehold Reform Act 1967 

Object 2 - 
The object of the Scheme is to ensure for the benefit of tenants of houses 
buildings and land on the Estate (whether tenants holding under long 
tenancies at low rents within the meaning of the Act or not) and of 
freeholders of such houses buildings and land that the Estate and the 
standards of appearance and amenity (whether existing or in future) on 
the Estate shall be preserved and not deteriorate by reason of any tenant 
of a house in the Scheme area acquiring the freehold of the house either 
under the enfranchisement provisions of the Act or otherwise

Clause 6 – Restriction on future development 
Any owner shall not carry out any development redevelopment or alteration 
materially affecting external appearance of the enfranchised property or of any 
building or structure thereon save with the written consent of the Corporation 
(which shall not be unreasonably withheld) and in accordance with plans drawings 
and specifications previously submitted to and approved by the Corporation. Any 
such development redevelopment or alteration shall be made in accordance with 
the approved plans drawings and specifications and shall be carried out in a good 
substantial and workmanlike manner with sound and proper materials.



Heritage and Stewardship - Section 19 Towns 



Heritage and Stewardship 

Original Letchworth 
House

Cumulative impact of 
minor changes 



Heritage and Stewardship

DESIGN PRINCIPLES CHARACTER AREAS ESTATE MAP 



Heritage and Stewardship  - Heritage Character Area 



Heritage and Stewardship – Homes of Special Interest



Heritage and Stewardship – Modern Character Area 
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Heritage and Stewardship Design Principles



Heritage and Stewardship  - Maintenance



Heritage and Stewardship   Air Source Heat Pumps

Air Source Heat Pumps



Heritage and Stewardship– Frontages  



Heritage and Stewardship PV Panels



Heritage and Stewardship External Wall Insulation 



Heritage and Stewardship – Rain water harvesting 



Community Energy Fund



Heritage and Stewardship – First Garden City Retrofitting 

Reimagined  



Heritage and Stewardship – First Garden City Retrofitting 

Reimagined  



Heritage and Stewardship – First Garden City Retrofitting 

Reimagined  

https://letchworth-retrofit-house.co.uk/ 
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1. NHC Conservation Areas should replace the Heritage Area

Conservation Areas in 
Letchworth – not 
including Croft Lane 

Heritage Character Area 
(Green)
Modern Character Area 
(Blue) 

Combined 



2. Heritage Assets are Listed Buildings or Locally Listed 

Buildings 

Selection of Homes of Special Interest 



3. Return to One Design Principles document



4. Remove requirement discouraging external insulation



5. Ease restrictions on solar panels, encourage micro-

generation



Thanks, any questions

www.letchworth.comContact the team on home@letchworth.com
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